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	InitNumber: 3
	InitName: Creating More Affordable Education: Open Educational Resources
	Introduction: Textbook costs have risen in the past 20 years, and textbooks are often the "last thing" that students spend money on each semester, often leading to students simply not purchasing a textbook for a course. Open educational resource (OER) textbooks, published freely under Creative Commons licensing, provide instructors a free alternative to expensive publisher-produced textbooks. Providing students with free or very low cost texts enables every student to acquire and read the required text for class, thus contributing positively to their success in the class. Additionally, free or very low cost textbooks have the potential to save each student up to $1200 a year, depending on the amount of courses they take that use free texts. Subsequently, as more students will be able to complete their course studies, the use of OER textbooks will positively impact ISU retention and graduation rates.
	Purpose: The utilization of OERs for learning materials will save students money, making the cost of attending Indiana State University more affordable.  Although many ISU instructors are already taking steps to save students money on textbook fees, this project also works to raise awareness of OERs and other alternatives to traditional textbooks on campus. The prominent use of OERs in large classes will expose their possibilities to a larger range of faculty.  As more faculty see OERs being successfully used, and observe the positive reaction of students who use them, OERs will be more widely adopted on campus.  The end result will save students money on their education, enable students to do better in their classes, and positively impact ISU retention and graduation rates. 
	Methods: - Convert at least 25 new courses for the Fall15/Spring16 academic year to use OERs.- Continue to refine "Teaching with OERs," a self-led course that leads faculty through developing their OER class.- Continue to collect survey responses from students enrolled in the OER courses to gauge their response to the material.- Identify multiple channels of communication in order to better disseminate information about the program.- Work with the Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence and the Instructional Design Team to better support participating faculty in using OERs in their courses.
	Discussion: OERs have been in use for nearly 20 years. However, the increasing popularity of electronic textbooks, along with the recent emergence of complete textbooks being published under Creative Commons licensing, creates an intersection of opportunity to  address the issue of textbook cost for today's ISU student. The ISU campus now requires every student to have a laptop, eliminating the concern that some students may not have consistent access to a textbook that is only available electronically. Several studies show that students can learn the same material from an eTextbook as from a print textbook. Students are also becoming more comfortable with electronic texts in general. They are convenient for portability, and searching for information is much easier. As more class materials become integrated into Blackboard, so can the textbook if it is available in an electronic format.OER textbooks also allow the instructor to tailor the text to his or her specific class. Textbooks published under Creative Commons licensing often allow for re-mixing works with other works, or adapting the work. With an OER textbook, students are no longer required to purchase a text. They can be custom created, providing the student only with content that will be used in the course.As more instructors become familiar with using and adapting OERs, then ISU can make the transition to creating OERs to be released under Creative Commons licensing for other institutions to adopt, adapt, re-mix and reuse. More high quality OER resources available to the scholarly community means that ISU can become an innovator in producing content. 
	Summary: This initiative has been created to increase the visibility on OERs on campus and directly address the issue of the high cost of textbooks. As more courses adopt OER materials, more students will be able to fully participate in the classes, as the barrier of the cost of the textbook is eliminated. More participation will lead to better grades, increase retention rates, and ultimately higher graduation rates. While the primary goals of increasing student retention, increasing graduation rates and addressing college affordability are very important, a supplemental goal is to have ISU faculty begin to produce OERs for the larger scholarly community, thus becoming a leader in the production and use of OERs.
	Contact: Heather Rayl, Emerging Technology Librarian, Cunningham Memorial Library, Heather.Rayl@indstate.eduJerome Cline, Reporting Analyst, Office of Institutional Research, Jerome.Cline@indstate.edu



